


about

The Liszt Academy is proud to launch the Bartók World Competition 
& Festival on the occasion of the 135th anniversary of the birth 
of Béla Bartók. The event is designed to be a brand-new platform 
for the promotion of the oeuvre of the composer who studied, 
taught, and had his farewell-concert before leaving Europe in 1940 
at the Liszt Academy.

The inaugural year will see a violin competition take place in Budapest 
between the 10th and 17th of September 2017. The rounds of 
the competition are structured around key works from the repertoire 
of the designated instrument, and are closely associated with the oeuvre, 
artistic performance, and creative spirit of Bartók.

In addition, an international musicology conference, a series of panel 
discussions open to the public, and concerts promoting the music 
of Bartók, all running simultaneously with the violin competition, 
will turn the series of events into a major festival.

Besides the violin competition hereby announced, according to 
the long-term vision, the Bartók World Competition & Festival will 
feature a different category every year. The 2017 Violin Competition will 
be followed every two years with respective piano and string quartet 
competitions. From 2018 onwards, a competition for young composers 
will be held in the off-year between the instrumental competitions.

A new brand is born: the goal of the Bartók World Competition 
& Festival is to shine light on the new side of bridge-form as a metaphor 
of Bartók’s oeuvre, and to see his hidden face, close-up.
















